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How neighborhoods can serve notice to bad bars
Community Law Cemnter teaches class

By Adam Bednar
abednar@patuxent.com

Fosted 10/29/08

Baltimgre neighborhoods from Abell to Brooklyn have all struggled with the specter of a bad bar ar liquor
store opening within their boundarles,

Now, the Communlty Law Center is trylng to help teach community activists how to fight back agalnst bars
and stores that are out of control.

During a class at the law center's offices in Harmpden Oct. 21, staff atterney Michelle Wirzberger Pierce
instructed residents on how to challenge bars and stores that cause problems in the neighborhoods.

She strassed that cammunity groups have to be aware of the different types of llquor licenses, There are
roughly 1,500 in the city

Currently there Is 3 moratorium on Issuing new liquar licenses in the city, except for restaurant licenses. And
to get a license, an establishment must make 40 percent of (ts recelpts from food,

The moratorium doesn't mean a new llquor store or bar can't open, because existing licenses can be sold
and transferred, Plerce said. But it's during 3 sale or transfer that a community group has the most power to
organize to oppose 2 license transfer at Baitimora City Hiquor beard hearings, she sald,

Often, the beard wilt recornmend the business owners negaotlate with the community before the board will
decide whether to approve a transfer, Plerce said.

If the would-be owner of the liquor license does not want ko covperate, ‘communities are urged to check out
the owner's background, she said.

The liquor board eould decide to withhold the license transfer because of "character” |ssues such as previous
convictions, she said.

Residents should also request business plans from the would-be owners, Plerce said,

Communities shouid also verify whether the person sesking the transfer of the license owns pruperty In the
city, she sald.

*

Halders of citv llauor llcenses are renulred ko awn Dronertv or ilve In Bailtimore. but often, somenone looldne
to skirt the rules will list.an address of a friend, Plerce sald.

Communities can check property records to see IF the transferge livas elsewhere, she said.

Anather option Is to chaeck business récords to find out whether the persen whose address (s listed has any
firanclal stake In the company. If the property owner doesn't have a financlal investment in the business,
that can be a red flag for the liquor board, Plerce said.

Several controversial bars and llguor and package good stores have been In the news in recent months,
especially on York Road.




